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louthpiocc of the discontent of the hind now called la was a man of strongly marked personality, Miranda :. An exile from his native city of Caracas, he had vei-ftl years wandering about Kurope, until the events drew him to that focus of enthusiasm and effort. There ic acquainted with llrlssut and others who were intcr-tlio emancipation of subject peoples. Hut now the pro-
u war between Kngland nnd Spain attracted him to IMlt invited him to a first interview on the evening of r. The daring adventurer there unfolded his plan of nixing Spanish America; and, in case of war, his cum-' personality anri intrepid spirit would have stirred up a zrmcnt. Merc was a formidable weapon against Spain;
in the countr. of several interviews with Miranda pre-
Li.ics it with effect. Hopes ran high In London that Mild bo crippled by the action of her own sons in the n'lcl, a fitting return to her for assisting the revolt of the
colonists a decade before. Auckland, our envoy at .[IK;, wrote on 391)1 June 1700: "It is believed there UH troubles in South America; but Unit circumstance
afford llm MroiiffcMl rravjii for avoiding a quarrel with , It is wonderful to a i:unl by.sliimler to see with ituatrii alacrity nr.vcr.il sovereigns arc. running towards iiiTasHimniN which have brought I.onis XVI and his is ui the distracted and desperate stale in which we Uunn." ' vliik- Pitt nncl Lcccln had nailed their colours to the
(he despatch cif .jtft May, which dismissed tlie reply ipnniHb Court, dated aolh April, aa wholly inadmiss-
way »»f retort lo its claim of exclusive possession of
and coasts north of California up to latitude 60°, tab Government asserted for its subjects in those c lf unquestioned right to a free and undisturbed
i\<M M.S.H., 355-|J.   Minuuln's rclnliona willi Pill wcro renewed Hit  Mlh June iHiig Im fltni({lu to tlisipel eomo H us pi d nun which irtnud of him, mid mhlril: " Jt? n'nl jtinuiin (It^mrli un inttliuil de» )f)liti(|ues el inurflux IJIH (unt^tent imire premiere liniion |>nliti(|tie See, loo, mi inirrc-iiiii}; tutlilr. on Mtntniln in ilie"Amcr. Mini. vi, for prnoffi nf Uiti ttr.nlin>{n of 1'iti whli Mintmla in llmt lime. ic-piemUcr 17^1 I'iit wrnio in him nimtiic tliui )u* nmlil not ymni hn naked for, nr il,« ninn of /I.IKHI: /$(»> inual tuilTiCQ for inrurrctl (litrinu hist umy in l.oiulitn (Pin MSS., luu).                           3 "Parl. Hist.," xxviii, 785.
